
We are going to make a website using something called GitHub pages to make a website. Signing
up for a GitHub account and subsequently creating a GitHub pages URL will allow you to upload
your HTML, JS & CSS files online, so that you can access your website from anywhere.

GitHub is a website that stores what are called repositories. Repositories contain code, very much
just like a folder on your computer. Git is what is called a version control system and to us what it
means is that when you save files and commit them it will also save the previous version of your
files too. This is very popular with a lot of people in the world of tech, because if something goes
wrong, you can always go back to when it did work!

Go to https://github.com and sign up for an account, the form should be on the homepage. There

will be a few extra forms when you signup, you can skip through these.

Very important!!!1!!1!

The way that GitHub pages work is that in the end, your website will have the name of your
username in it (.github.io). For instance, if my username was 'jonny' my GitHub pages URL will be
https://jonny.github.io. So make sure you choose your username carefully!

Now we have to create a repository. On the left hand side there should be a link that says Create
a repository. Click this link and it should take you to this page:

Making a website for your HTML, JS,
CSS or p5.js files

Bit of background (Feel free to skip)

Step 1: Signing up for GitHub

Step 2: Creating a repository

https://github.com


Very important!!!1!!1!

This is where we need to set our repository name to equal exactly this structure: .github.io. So
again if my username is 'jonny' in the Repository name field I would insert 'jonny.github.io'.

Keep the button marked as 'Public' and everything else as default and click Create Repository

Now we need to upload our files to the Github repository. Hopefully after you created your
repository you should see the below page. What we want to do is click the link that says
uploading an existing file

Step 3: Uploading your code

https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2019-06-Jun/0ElwDuSog2prPcvK-NEW_REPO.png


After that, if you drag your HTML, JS and CSS files (if you have them) onto the upload section, they
should upload to your repository. BUT! You need to 'commit the changes' for them to be saved.

This section is also relevant if you want to update your files too. Everytime you make changes to
the files, you have to 'commit them'. To the Git repository, that basically means, storing these new
files, committing them to memory.

Github makes this part quite easy. If you want to add a message you can do, but if not, all you
have to do is click Commit changes and your files will be stored in the git repository.

Step 4: Commiting your changes

Step 5: Viewing your website

https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2019-06-Jun/wTIGzou3MBDsNU2B-CREATED_REPO.png
https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2019-06-Jun/DFN8tZa58yTia4N8-COMMITING_CODE.png


It may take a couple of minutes but, after you have uploaded your code, you should be able to see
your website running at .github.io (replacing  with your actual username).

Congratulations!

To update files so that you make your newest files available on the internet, you need to follow the
same as Steps 3 & 4. The only difference is you now click that says Upload files which you can
find where, below

Everything in this section isn't necessary but it might help you out, to work faster and better!

We can download github's application to help speed up commiting files. You can download the

program here: https://desktop.github.com/. Once you've downloaded it, you need to log in and

set up your name and e-mail address. Then you will see all of your repositories on your account.

Step 6: Updating files

Optional steps

Step 7: Using a Git application

https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2019-06-Jun/weMzu2PAeHvzI4nh-UPLOAD_FILES.png
https://desktop.github.com/


If you click your .github.io link and then the blue 'clone' button beneath it, it will download the
repository to your computer. But the more important part now is that from that folder it
downloaded, any changes you make it will watch them so that you can upload them back to
GitHub.

By default it will download the repository to this location: Documents/Github/REPO_NAME

https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2019-06-Jun/jL8BxtGkXrPY24Uk-GITHUB_CLIENT.png


When you make changes to your files, if you check Github Desktop again, you should see that its
detected changes in your files.

https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2019-06-Jun/LWwlMR1hMdZYcVie-REPO_LOCATION.png
https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2019-06-Jun/lMeKVZvPPQRJhA2j-FILE_CHANGES.png

