How to Configure a Raspberry Pi for the
first time

Once your Raspberry Pi is imaged, it is ready to go! We have a more detailed tutorial for imaging
the Pi. Now we can move on to configuration when you turn on your Pi for the first time.

1. Power up the Raspberry Pi

When you plug in the power supply and all other equipment you need, the Pi should start booting

automatically. If your Raspberry Pi does not turn on within 5 minutes, check the status LED, and
try re-image the SD card.

If everything goes right, you should see this.

Welcome to the Raspberry Pi Desktop!
Before you start using it, there are a few things to set up.

Press 'Next' to get started.

If you are using a Bluetooth keyboard or mouse, put them into
pairing mode and wait for them to connect.
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2. Locale

You need to set your country, language, time zone, and keyboard layout.


https://lab.arts.ac.uk/books/creative-coding/page/how-to-image-a-raspberry-pi
https://www.raspberrypi.com/documentation/computers/configuration.html#led-warning-flash-codes
https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-02/tYqVWlvwUGowYboe-start.png
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Set Country
Enter the details of your location. This is used to set the :
! language, time zone, keyboard and other international settings.
b
Country: | United Kingdom v ‘ r
Language: | British English - ‘ L
" Timezone: | Belfast - ‘

A

[ Use English language | Use US keyboard |

Press 'Next when you have made your selection.
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When you are setting up the keyboard, make sure the keyboard is plugged in. If you uncheck the
Use US keyboard , it will set up the keyboard corresponding to your Country . The main difference
between US and UK keyboards is the positions of @ ,", £ and # . There are many variants of
keyboards, even just for US/UK keyboards. You can change that after the initial setup. Check this

tutorial for changing the keyboard layout.



https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-02/t3jPFeRBVJL8xvr7-locale.png
https://keepuptechnology.com/keyboard-layout-on-raspberry-pi/
https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-02/7bZ0HP3GE1sWtZMu-image-1706875459371.png

3. User

You can set your username and password here. For some older Raspberry Pi OS, it has a default
username and password, which is username: [ pi ] ; password: [ raspberry ].

3 @

Create User
You need to create a user account to log in to your Raspberry
" Pi.

The username can only contain lower-case letters, digits and
hyphens, and must start with a letter.

~ Enter username: wintermute

Enter password: correct horse battery staple

Confirm password:

| Press 'Next' to create your account.
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4. Wifi


https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-02/n7Z6oU0ocqyaD2Wq-image-1706875484107.png
https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-02/YCsPPZ2dZY8M4UV1-user.png

You can log in to the WIFI as usual with SSID and password. For some networks, such as UAL wifi,
you need to sign in with your UAL account, which will not work for most Pi. In that case, you will
need an Ethernet cable to access to the internet.
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Select Wireless Network

Select your wireless network from the list.

Pi Guest
Pi Other
Pi Example &
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Press 'Next' to connect, or 'Skip' to continue without connecting.

Back Skip Next

5. Brower


https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-02/7efMxR8sDpmaM2Py-network.png

Google Chrome and Firefox are both preinstalled, you just need to choose one as your default
browser. You can still access the other run from the start menu.

Choose Browser

Both the Chromium and Firefox web browsers are preinstalled
on Raspberry Pi 0S. Select the one you prefer to use.

Chromium (e Firefox

! Tick here to uninstall the unused browser

Press 'Next when you have chosen a browser.

Back Next

6. Recommended Software

Raspberry Pi comes with many essential applications pre-installed so you can start using them
straight away, such as Thonny. You can go to Start - Preference - Recommended Software , explore the
list and download the ones you need.


https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-02/aNVVazTWBPUZSrqO-browser.png
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Recommended Software

Chromium

The Chromium web browser

Claws Mail

ClawsMail is an email client supporting most
popular Intemet mail protocols.

Code The Classics

Python versions of arcade games included in the
book Code the Classics Volume 1

Firefox

The Firefox web browser

Kicad

KiCad is software for electronic schematic and
PCR desion
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https://lab.arts.ac.uk/uploads/images/gallery/2024-02/IrlzNfRP8lAmtwuW-recommended-software.png

